
Thanks to today’s technology, superior materials and increased 
knowledge about preservation, it has become easier to keep 
limestone in good condition. We’ve put together some guidelines 
and recommendations to help you.

Keeping stone dry
At ground level and especially in the garden, your limestone needs 
protecting from rising damp. This can be done with either a plastic 
membrane or for internal projects, by making sure that a damp 
proof course is in place.

Where a wall has a common boundary with a building, you will 
need to ensure a membrane separates the two structures to 
prevent passive damp. Copings with overhang and drip channels 
should help stop rainwater penetrating the stone.

If you’re thinking of path edgings, pond surrounds or external 
floor tiles, limestone may not be the most suitable material. 
Ask our experienced stonemasons for up to date advice and 
recommendations for your project. 

Protection from the weather
If your stone is being delivered to site over the colder months, it is 
very susceptible to weather damage until it’s laid.

Winter often means freezing conditions so make sure your limestone 
is properly protected by a minimum of two layers of insulating 
material covered by strong polythene or tarpaulin. This will keep 
water out and protect your stone whatever the weather.

Unfinished buildings
These can be particularly vulnerable to harsh winter frosts and 
snow. Make sure part built walls are covered with two layers of 
heavy sacking material and protected with an outer layer of robust 
polythene or tarpaulin so that water doesn’t get in.

Stone in general is a very durable building material. With good building practice, you can expect your limestone to mellow 
and mature nicely. It will last for many centuries if it is correctly fixed and given proper care and attention.   
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Dry stone walling
The traditional techniques for creating these beautiful walls need 
a skilled pair of hands to make sure the stone is laid properly, 
especially as they are built without mortar or concrete – simply by 
interlocking the stones with care and precision. 

We can supply exactly the right sort of stone for this application and 
we can also give you the best advice about how to construct your 
wall. Building on concrete or slabs is not recommended. 

Chemical treatments
Chemical treatments are widely available to help protect your 
limestone from the elements, which also allow the stone to breathe 
and prevents trapped moisture. Because stone is a natural material, 
please do seek specialist advice before you buy any manmade 
products!

Inside the house
Using stone inside the home has become increasingly popular. The 
risk of rising damp is eliminated by a damp proof course and your 
stone will be protected from the elements by your roof and subject 
to relatively constant internal temperatures. Ask our expert team 
about the best way to install preserve and care for your limestone 
floors and fireplaces.

The Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings (SPAB) runs 
National Maintenance week every November where you can learn 
how to protect your stone and avoid costly repairs. 

For more information, go to www.maintainyourbuilding.org.uk

Other useful resources:
www.english-heritage.org.uk 
www.spab.org.uk


